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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ono et al 
(US 6,680,897) in view of Smith et al (US 5,579,296). 

3. Regarding Claim 1, Ono et al shows (Figs. 1-14), an optical recording medium having 
data optically recorded thereon, characterized in that one face of a substrate of the optical 
recording medium has a circular recess (5) formed therein for engagement with a rotating device 
for the optical recording medium, and the other face of the substrate has a flat surface (2) with no 
projections and depressions, but does not show the flat face having a design put at least 
approximately on the center of the face. 

Smith et al shows (Fig. 29) the flat face having a design put at least approximately on the 
center of the face. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to have provided the flat 
surface of Ono with the design as taught by Smith in order to block light (as layer 3 1 of Ono 
does), and identify a particular disk and the information stored on that disk 
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4. Regarding Claim 2, Ono et al shows (Figs. 1-14), an optical recording medium 
characterized in that the circular recess (5), is cylindrically formed approximately in the center of 
the optical recording medium. 

5. Regarding Claim 3, Ono et al shows (Figs. 1-14), an optical recording medium 
characterized in that the circular recess (5) is annularly formed. 

6. Regarding Claim 4, Ono et al shows (Figs. 1-14), an optical recording medium 
characterized in that the annular recess (5) has an arc or triangle cross-section, and each comer 
between the arc or triangle and the substrate face forms an obtuse angle when seen in cross 
section. 

7. Regarding Claims 5,11,15, and 19 Ono et al (Figs. 1-14) in view of Smith (Figs. 1-31) an 
optical recording medium characterized in that the substrate is composed of one plastic substrate, 
and the design put on the other face of :the plastic substrate is formed by means of printing 
(product by process). 

8. Regarding Claims 6,12,16, and 20, Ono et al (Figs. 1-14) in view of Smith (Figs. 1-3 1) an 
optical recording medium characterized in that the substrate is composed of one plastic substrate 
(19) and the other face of the plastic substrate has optical data recorded thereon, the other face 
being provided with an adhesive layer and a cover layer attached by the adhesive layer, the 
design being put on a surface of the cover layer. 

9. Regarding Claims 7,13,17,21,23, and 25 Ono et al shows (Figs. 1-14), an optical 
recording medium characterized in that the substrate has a metal piece (Fig 2 - semiconductor 

chip) or a magnetic element integrated therein. 



Application/Control Number: 10/526,594 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2627 

10. Regarding Claims 8,14,18,22,24,26, and 27 Ono et al shows (Figs. 1-14), an optical 
recording medium characterized in that the optical recording medium has a memory (3) 
integrated therein. 

11. Regarding Claim 9, Ono et al shows (Figs. 1-14), an optical recording medium 
characterized in that the memory is a nonvolatile semiconductor memory (3). 

12. Regarding Claim 10, Ono et al shows (Figs. 1-14), an optical recording medium, 
characterized in that the optical recording medium, has an antenna (10) which is connected to the 
memory integrated therein. 

Conclusion 

1 3 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Blouin whose telephone number is 571-272-7583. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 6:00 to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Joe Feild, can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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